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in a year. Copies bound, or in sheets, may be ob. 
tained at Salem, Boston, Newport, New-York, Al- 
bany, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Baltimore, Rich- 
mond, Norfolk, Petersburg, Fredericksburg, Lynch- 


burg, Leesburg, Charleston, Savannah, and New-) 


Orleans, free of additional cost to the purchaser for) 

freight, also at Pittsburg, Louisville and Cincinnati, | 

and soon hereafter at Chilicothe, at a small advance, | 

partly to meet the extra cost of transportation. 
—Eee 

We this day commence the 12th volume of the. 
Week ty Reetsten, with a fixed resolution to perse-| 
vere in its old and approved plan, with ali the in-. 
dustry and care needful to a continuance of the! 
flattering reputation which is now attached to the) 
work. The editor, always happy in the advice of| 
his friends, and willing to correct and acknowledge | 
an error, if properly informed that he has commit- 
ted one, has had too much experience in his pro- 
fession, is too well defended by [what he hopes is] 
an honest pride, and has too great a regard for the 
good opinion of his most respectable and _ still 
growing list of subscribers, to be diverted from his | 
eourse by the criticisms of fools or falsehoods of) 
kenaves; each of whom have, for a considerable time | 
past, exerted themselves not a little to injure the, 
Reeisrer. The ground that he stands upon enables | 
him to look down upon such, and laugh at their silli-| 
ness or despise their malignity. 

There are two subjects to which the editor wishes 
at this time to draw the attention of his friends— 
the first is, in respect to the proposed publication of 
a volume, or supplement, of revolutionary speeches, 
orations, &c. the other is the much to be desired 
general index. 

The former has excited great attention. Letters 
from all quarters are received urging the editor to 
attempt the collection—we insert two of them be- 
low as specimens of the rest. It is now determined 
that the attempt shall be made, and those possessed 
of papers suitable for the work, are earnestly re- 
quested to forward them immediately—or, at least, 
to furnish copies of them. If either of these are de- 
sired to be returned, they shall be most carefully 
handled and faithfully sent back. If this work is 
accomplished at all, the editor expects to complete 
it in October or November next. It is to be hoped 
that the materials will be suffictent to make a vo- 
lume of the usual size. 

In making out the general index (a work requir- 
ing no little share of patience and perseveraice) 
considerable progress has been made; and it is ex- 
pected to be completed with the present volume. 
‘The arrangement has been adopted after much re- 
flection; and it is believed that, witha little atten- 
tfon to its general principles, st witl be hardly pos-4 
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sible for gentleman possessing it to exper.ence any 
difficulty in immediatelu referring to any article 
sought for, or to trace any chain of events or things 
happening at a particular place, their time and pro- 
minent feature being also inserted in the index. 
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Revolutionary speeches, orations, &c* 
LETTERS 10 THE EDIVOR. 
Kentucky, 15th February, 1817. 

Dear Srr—In my letter of the 25th December, 
1816, I merely adverted to the subject suggested 
by an anonymous correspondent, respecting the 
publication of a supplement to contain Revolution- 
ary Orations, &c. Since the date of my letter I ac- 
cidentally reverted to the communication of your 
correspondent, and a re-perusal of it gave me strong- 
er impressions than I had at first entertained of its 





‘importance, and interest, and essential utility. You 
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ask, in the materials be got? Would the pu'ii- 
cation be sufliciently patronized?” and “respectiuily 
solicit answers to these questions from ail the 
friends of the Reeisrue.” Asa firm friend to the 
editor and the work, I would respectfully suggest 
my views upon this interesting subject. [ advanced 
my opinion in my last letter to you, but my reasons 
for that opinion were but faintly, if at all, expressed, 

That America is one day to be a great, a mighty 
and a powerful nation; that she will meke a fizure 
upon the page of future history, which will dazzle 
the eves and win the admiration of future genera. 
tions; that the track which she is destined to pur 
sue in her political revolution, through the vast 
system of nations, will be marked by beains of solars 
like eifulgence, is not merely the visionary whims 
of a bewildered imagination, nor the theoretucal 
suggestions of a prejudiced mind; but is amply tes. 
tified by a retrospection of events, as well as by ex. 
isting appearances. But, sir, in order to propel her 
in that track of splendid illumination, and secure to 
her that character of transcendant greatness, much, 
and very much, depends upon the present gencra- 
tion. To the snail-paced progress of other nations to 
refinement in the arts; to fame in arms; to wealth, 
grandeur and prosperity, we exhibit a curious and 
vivid contrast. If we take a restruspective glance at 
the early conditions of our country, and view her in 
the limited space of forty vears, rising from the hu- 
mility of colonial dependence, to the proud and 
commanding and exalted station that she now holds 
among the nations of the earth, the mind of the re- 
publican is struck with the liveliest emotions, and 
is immediately prompted to enguire, what will be 
her situation at the expiration of the next forty 
years. 

It is not for me, nor you, nor the most saga. 
cious mind, to tell—Biut as it has never yet been us- 
certained, that nations have certain fixed limits pre- 
sented to them, at the ead of which, when they ar- 
rive, they must retrograde, we are justified i the 
conclusion, that if we are but true to ourselved, we 
shall, before many years, behoid America answer- 
ing the lofuest expectations of her most partial 
friends, and invoiving, (if lam allowed the expres- 
3108) i) a complete national eclipse, all those petty 
nations, that tow hoot at her graudeur and envy 
A 
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her growing 'prosperity.—Great orators and great 
statesmen, have been the pride of every country, 
and the boast of every age, that have been so for. 
tunate as to produce them. In republics, like ours, 
they are, in a great measure, the props of the politi- 
cal fabric. Our country is yet in her teens:—But 
young as she is, she has produced her orators, her 
sages, her heroes, statesmen and_ philosophers, 
which would do honor to any nation. If England 
38s proud of her Chathams, her Foxes, and her She- 
ridans, Aimerica can boast of a Henry, a Hamilton, 
an Ames—and it must gladden the heart of every 
lover of his country, when he views the many splen- 
did constellations that bespangle our present poli- 
tical hemisphere. ‘Yo keep alive the flame of li- 
berty, we must be careful to keep alive the senti- 
ments and principles that inspired the bosoms of 
our fathers, and urged them to put on the armor of 
resistance to curb tyranny and arrest oppression.— 
There never was a more favorable juncture, for in- 
stiliing those sentiments, than the present—as your 
correspondent well observes, ‘*the moment and op- 
portunity may pass and not immediately return— 
the events of the late war, have imparted a glow of 
national feeling, for every thing republican.” 

Characterized, then, as is the editor of the Week- 
ly Register, fora strict and steady devotion to the 
principles of republicanism, and promulgating them 
#8 he does, through the medium of a widely cir- 
culating paper, uninfluenced by the malignant mo- 
tives of party zeal, there is no one better qualified 
to arrange ihe materials for such a work, as the one 
in question, and there is no one more highly de- 
serving of the credit that would result from it, than 
himself. Vhe medium of conveyance too, would 
be no small consideration. The Register, from its 
vast comprehensiveness and unbounded utility, is 
destined to survive the sbort-lived productions of 
the day; and as it already contains records of the 
Lives and achievments of the brave and great, of 
those, (as I have had occasion before to remark) 
who have fought for their country, of those who have 
gloriously died for her, and of those who still live 
to defend her, when occasion demands it—I think 
it essential, that in it should be recorded the effu- 
sions of those, whose tongues spoke the eloquence 
of patriotism, and gave tirr to those atchievments 
which have exulted the honor of the republic, and 
rendered the names of our heroes “immortal in 
story.” 

That the materials can be procured, admits not, I 
presume, of any doubt; and respecting encourage- 
ment, I should suppose a very adequate idea could 
be formed, from the support other supplements 
have received. Ifa sufficient number of revolution- 
ary speeches and orations cannot be obtained, why 
not conect to what you can obtain, the most im- 
portant and useful of the great men of our day? 

I am very much pleased with the suggestion 
concerning the publication of subscribers’ names at 
the end of the 12th vol, 


The following is from one of the editor’s plain, solid 
Sriends—written with haste and amidst the bustle of 
a very extensive business. He will be surprised to 
see it published—but it contains some valuable hints 
on a subject thut we have now much at heart. 

“My rrienp—I feel much interested in your ex- 
cellent.plan respecting revolutionary speecihies, ora- 
tions, &c. It must be interesting, for it belongs toa 
period next to the heart of every man who feels, or 
reflects, what a blessing it is to be an American. 
Perseverance will ensure more success than you 
calculate upon. The proud monumeuts of the an- 
cient repubiies have failed to perpetuate the memo- 





ry of men and thing's as faithfully as it is yet in the 
power of the American people to record the history 
of their nation’s birth and parentage. I question, 
too, whether any age or nation has produced more 
men of equal worth, or who might serve as more 
perfect specimens of patriotic virtue, than our own, 
upon that occasion. It would be criminal to ne- 
glect the duty that the proposition of your plan now 
enjoins upon you—posterity will ask the record of 
this age, and wonder. that the immediate successors 
of the people of ’76 should have so degenerated in 
forty years as to forget to estimate the importance 
of that period, and the virtues of those who stamp- 
ed its character. I do not believe that the age will 
continue to risk the imputation. We have abroad 
amongst our people a more truly American, and less 
of a foreign feeling, than we ever couid boast of, 
since my maturity. A bold and faithful assertion of 
this feeling, such as H. Niles has never failed te 
express with true republican freedom and simpli- 
city, has contributed to establish for lis publica- 
tion a character that must be the most grateful re- 
ward for his application—I feel proud to believe 
that I know him well enough to know how much he 
esteems the public sentiment, and this sentiment 
requires that he should use all possible means to 
accomplish the proposed undertaking. The mate- 
rials lie scattered in libraries of private citizens, or 
are preserved as sacred relicts of departed friends 
—Call them forth and promise them a station in 
history and in literature, and you will find that they 
will be liberally lent for the purpose. FE do not 
know that fortune has bequeathed me any that will 
be worthy of the collection; but if I find one, I 
shall feel it a duty that I owe posterity to give it 
to you.” 





Relations with Spain. 


We have a pamphlet of nearly 80 pages contain- 
ing “the message of the president transmitting the 
correspondence between the United States and 
Spain, relative to the subjects in controversy be- 
tween thé two nations,” complving with the resolu- 
tion of the senate of the 2Uth instant. 

We have given these documents an entire exa- 
mination, and do not consider them of that import- 
ant character we were led to expect of them; nor 
indeed of sufficient interest to induce us to derange 
the week’s business to give them a place in this 
paper—but they shall be inserted in course. The 
following brief remarks on the correspondence from 
the National Intelligencer of Tuesday last, may sa- 
tisfy the general curiosity for the present. 

“The documents appear naturally to divide them. 
selves into three chapters. 

The first series in chronological order, but se- 
cond in the order of publication, and arranged un- 
der letter B, comprises a continuation of the cor- 
respondence between Mr. secretary Monnor and 
the Spanish minister, the first part of which, it will 
be recollected, was communicated to congress at 
their last session, and was then the subject of much 
public and private remark. 

The second series, in the order of time, but last 
in that of publication (under the letter C.) compri- 
ses the discussion and correspondence bet ween our 
minister in Spain (Mr. Ervine,) and the Spanish 
minister of foreign affairs, which terminated in @ 
transfer of the negociation to Washington by the 
Spanish government, on the ground of alleged want 
of time to enter into it a Madrid. 

The third series as to date, but first in the order 
of publication, and first also in importance as shew- 
ing the actual posture of our relations with Spain 
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comprises the recent correspondence between Mr. 
Secretary Monroe and Don Luts px Onts, in conse- 
quence of the transfer of negociations by the Spa- 
nish government to this place. From this corres- 
pondence, which appears to have terminated no 
longer ago than on Friday last, it appears that the 
Spanish minister, though he has his powers from his 
government to treat, has, after all, no instructions. 

Thus, then, the matter rests. The discussion 1s 
unreasonably delayed, not to say evaded, of our ex- 
isting differences with Spain; and every thing re- 
snecting them is in suspense. We do not discover 


those features of hostility, on the whole view of the) g 


case, which report had taught us to expect; but it 
is quite clear, from the general aspect of these do- 
cuments, that our relations with Spain are far from 
being in a satisfactory state. 








Van Wart, Paulding and Williams: 





men of being Cow-boys? of being as often in th 
enemy’s camp; as in our own? Did he know the 
facts? If he did, he must have seen them steal; he 
must have seen them in the €nemy’s camp! But he 
does not pretend this. What thenis the evidence 
of these facts? At most, hearsay—which might ine 
deed be true—but it might also, be, as in fact it 
was, false? “This evidence was assuredly too loose, 
for the charge he advanced—against men whose ser- 
vice had certainly been important; and who, absent, 
were not in a condition to justify themselves. The 
colonel is a christian.—Did he here observe the 
olden rule? The colonel has his enemies: how 
would he feel, if the community should judge of 
his character, by ¢heir calumnies? 

The utmost that can be said in palliation of col. 
Tallmadze’s conduct, is, that he believed what he 
said to be true. He believed them to be Cow-boy 
plunderers, because he heard so! He believed they 
would have permitted Andre to proceed, if he had 





Lhe following full, clear and conciustve vindication 


of the three patriotic mititia-men, who arrested ma). 
ANDRE, against the charges of col. Tallmadge, in 
the house of representatives of the United States, is 
copied frum the New-York Courier of the 17th ult. 
Wed» not regret that what was never before doubted 
by the public is now unquestionably proved; but are 
eorry that aman like col. Tallmadge should have so 
committed himself, while we rejoice in his discomf- 
turc—IT WOULD HAVE BEEN A LASTING SUBJECT OF 
REGRET, INDEED, IF HE HAD SUCCEEDED IN ANNI- 
HILATING THE FAIREST PAGE OF TUE ANNALS OF 
FREEDOM—AN INCIDENT TENDING, MORE THAN ANY 
OTHER WE KNOW OF, TO RAISE UP A NATIONAL 
CHARACTER, anv To GIVE TO THE PEOPLE—THE 
COMMON PEOPLE, A JUST ESTIMATE OF THEMSELVES. 
Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge, a member of the 
house of representatives of the United States, in a 
speech which he lately delivered in that body, ven- 
tured to ascribe to the celebrated captors of Andre, 
a character the most infamous and detestable; and 
to their conduct on that occasion, motives the most 
sordid and odious. He accused those men of be- 
ing as ofien in the camp of the enemies of their 
country, as in our own; of being men, destitutue 
not only of patriotism, but of common honesty and 
honor; of belongiag to that detestable gang usual- 
ly known by the name of Cow-boys. Ue charged 
them, in effect, therefore, with being the vilest of 
thieves and robbers; and in doing so, represented 
eneral Washington and the congress as bestowing 
the public praise und the public bounty upon wretch. 
es, utterly base and conteuiptible, from mere mo- 
tives of policy. ‘There was in this attempt, an in- 
trepidity worthy of a better cause; but at the same 
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pent. Col. Tallmadge bas endeavored to tear the 
fairest leaf from our history, and to deprive the yeo- 
manry of our country of a theme in which they glo- 
ried, and of an example, whose influence is not less 
extensive and important, than was that of the im- 
mortal William Teli. If he has done so, when 
there was the least possibility that he might be io 
error; he could never upon reflection justify him- 
self.—But if he has done so upon slight, upon ve- 
ry slight grounds; not from his own knowledge, but 


suspicions of an enemy, he has incurred a respon- 
sibility, which he nust meet: a responsibility from 
which the personal respect with which he may have 
been heretofore regarded, ought not to protect him, 
nor general coincidence of political opinion to re- 
ease him. 


time a rashness which he will never cease to re-! 


from the calurenies of the envious, and the mere| 


had more to give them, because Andre said he was 
of that opinion! Upon such grounds the colonel 
employed the weight of his character, and the aus 
thority of his place, to consign to infamy the three 
men who had saved West-Point and the army! 

There is not a court of justice in christendom 
which would not spurn such evidence. There can 
therefore be no fear that it will be received by a 
grateful people.—And although we are fully pér- 
jsuaded that nothing has appeared to put the accused 
iupon their defence, yet we proceed gratuitously, to 
lay before our readers, such conclusive testimony 
jas will satisfy the whole world. 

And first, as to these mea being Cow-boys. Their 
inéighbors would be, of ali others, most likely to 
know the fact, if it were so; and the annexed cer- 
tificate from men, aged and venerable, will show 
that they were not even suspected. But the oath 
of Mr. Van Wart is decisive. 

As to the second point, whether the capters of 
Andre would have released him for a very large 
bribe, providec: he could immediately have paid it, 
that isa circumstance which could be known oniy 
by themselves—And Mr. Van Wart expressly denies 
the imputation i the annexed affidavit. 

The only possible question that cen femain is, 
whether the witness 4s worthy of credit. To this 
point, we bring men who have Known him from his 
infancy; men, whose venerable hairs are silvered by 
age; they speak to us trom the verge of the grave; 
and they unite im the declaration that no man is 
more entitled to be believed, than Jsaae Van Wart. 

The nature of the case does not admit of te&stimos 
ny more precise, perfect and conclusive. The refi 
tation is solemnly sworn to, and by aman who, in 
moral and religious deportment during along life, 
‘has had no superior. 7 

fsavee Van Wart’s Ufidurit. 
Isaac Van Wart, of the town of Mount Pleasant, 
lin the county of Westchester, being duly sworn, 
doth depose and sy, that he is one of three persons, 
who arrested major Andre during the Ametican ‘re 
'volutionary war, and conducted him to the Ameri- 
fcan cam». That he, this deponent, together with 
‘David Wiliams and John Pauiding, had secreted 
‘themselves at the side of the highway, for the pur. 
| pose of detecting any persons coming trom, or hav- 
jing unlawful mtercourse with the enemy, being be- 
itween the two armies; a service not uneommon 
those times. That this deponent and his companions 
were armed with muskeis; and upon seeing major 
Andre approach the place where they were cenceal- 
ed, they rose and presented their muskets at him, 
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Upon what grounds did the colonel! accuse these and reqitired him to stop, whieh he did. He then 





















































Se gg rnc 


— 





i a 





er 


Tre 


~ ae 


sy — 





4; NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1817. 








xi 


asked them whether they belonged to his party? 
and ay they asked him which was his party? to 
which he replied, the lower party—Upon which 
they, deeming a little stratagem, under such cir- 
eumstances, not only justifiable, but necessary, 
gave him to understand that they were of his party; 
apon which he joyfully declared himself to be a 
British officer, and told them, that he had been out 
upon very partieular business. Having ascertained 
ihus much, this deponent afd his eompanions 
undeceived him as to their characters, declaring 
themselves to be Americans, and that he must 
consider himself their prisoner. Upon this, with 
seeming unconcern, he said he had a pass from gene- 
ral Arnold, which he exhibited, and then insisted 
on their permitting him to proceed. But they told 
him that as he had confessed himself to be a British 
officer, thay deemed it to be their duty to convey 
him to the American camp; and then took him into 
a wood, ashort distance from the highway, in order 
to guard against being surprised by parties of the 
¢nemy, who were fiequently reconnoitering in that 
neighborhood. That when they had him in the 
wood, they proceeded to search him, for the pur- 
pose of : ascertaining who and what he was, and found 
mside of Lis stockings and boots next to his bare 
feet, papers, which satisfied them, that he was a 
spy. Major Andre now showed them his gold 
jatch, and remarked that it was evidence of his 
being a gentleman, and also promised to make 
them any reward they might name, if they would 
but permit him to proceed, which they refused. He 
then told them, that if they doubted the fulfilment 
of his promise, they might conceal him in some 
secret place, and keep him there, until they could 
send to New York, and receive their reward. And 
this deponent expressly declares, that every offer 
made by major Andre to them was promptly and 
resolutely refused. And for himself he solemnly 
declars that he had not, and he does most sincerel} 
believe tha‘ Paulding and Williams had not, any 
mtention of plundering their prisoner; nor did they 
confer with each other, or even hesitate, whether 
they should accept his promises, but on the con- 
trary they were, in the opinion of this deponent, 
governed, like himself, by a deep interest in_ the 
cause of the country, and a strong sense of duty. 
And this deponent further says, that he never visited 
the British camp, nor does he believer or suspect 
that either Paulding or Williams ever did, except 
that Paulding was once before Andre’s capture, and 
once afterwards, made a prisoner by the British, as 
this deponent has been informed and believes. And 
this deponent for himself expressly denies that he 
ever held any unlawful traffic or any intereourse 
whatever with the enemy. And, appealing solemnly 


to that omniscient Being, at whose tribunal he must | 
he doth expressly declare that all/and surprised at the procedure, he told him, in 


soon appear, 


ther certify, that the said Paulding and Williams 
are not now resident among us, but that Isaac Van 
Wart is a respectable frecholder of the town of 
Mount Pleasant, that we are well acquainted with 
him, and we do not hesitate to declare our- belief 
that there is not an individual in the county of 
Westchester, acquainted with Issac Van-Wart, who 
would hesitate to describe him as man of sober, 
moral, industrious and religious life—as a man whose 
integrity is as unimpeachable as his veracity is un- 
doubted. In these r espects no man in the county of 
Westchester is his superior. 

JONATHAN G. TOMPKINS, aged 81 years. 

JACOB PURDY, aged 77 years. 

JOHN ODELL, aged 60 years. 

JOHN BOYCE, aged 72 years. 

J. REQUA, aged 57 vears. 

WILLIAM PAULDING, aged 81 years. 

JOHN REQUA, aged 54 years. 

ARCHER READ, aged 64 years. 

GEORGES COMB, aged 72 years. 

GILBERT DEAN, aged 70 years. 

JONATHAN ODELL, ared 87 years. 

CORNELES VANT TASSEL, aged 71 years 

THOMAS BOYCE, aged 71 years. 

TUNIS LINT, aged 71 years. 

JACOBUS DY CK MAN, agad 68 years. 

WILLIAM HAMMOND. 

JOHN ROMER. 


CHARACTER OF ANDRE. 

The preceding refutation of the charges of colonel 
Tallmadge was sufficient, perhaps, to put the 
subject at rest without the annexed statement 
affectine major .dndre himself. He is dead, and 
his faults ought to be forgotten. But as the repu- 
tation he obtained (far beyond his deserts), has 
been brouglit forward to destroy that of other 
men, his equals, at least, in honor and hi onesty— 
we feel it right to insert the following, from the 
Philudelphia True American of Saturday last. 
Mu. Srites,—As colonel Tallmadge’s attempt in 

the house of representatives to deprive Van Wart 

and his companions of the credit usually bestowed 
on them for the arrest of major Andre, has excited 
considerably,public attention, perhaps the following 
anecdote, which is derived from the most undoubted 
authority, may not be uninteresting. Andre was in 

Philadelphia with the English army, and was quar- 
ered at the house of Dr. Franklin, in which the 

paved s furniture and very valuable library had 

been left. When the British were pr eparing to eva- 
cuate the city, *M. de Simetere, who was an intimate 
friend of Andre, called to take leave, and found 
him busily enraged in packing up and placing 
amongst his own baggage, a number of the most va- 
luable books belonging to Dr. Franklin. Shocked 


~~ 





accusations, charging him therewith, are utterly order that he might be influenced by the highly 


untrue. ISAAC VAN WART. 
Sworn this 28th day of January, 1817, before) 
Jacob Radcliff. 





‘honorable conduct of gen. Kniphausen, who had 
ben quartered at gen. Cadwallader’s house, that that 


officer sent for the agent of the latter, gave him an 
‘inventory which he had caused his steward to make 

We the subscribers, inhabitants of the county of 
Westchester, do certify, that during the revolu-| would find every thing in proper order, 


told him he 
even to 


out on his first taking possession; 


tionary war we were well acquainted with Isaxc|some bottles of wine in “the cellar, and paid him rent 


Van Wart, David Williams, and John Paulding, w ho| for the time he occupied it. 
arrested major Andre; and that at no time during he quietly carried off his plunder. 


the revolutionary war, was any suspicion ever 
entertained by their neighbors or acquaintances 
that they or either of them held any undue inter- 
course with the enemy. On the contrary, they 





were universally esteemed, and taken to be ong 
and faithful in the cause of the country. We fur 


Not so with Andre, 
{ have often 
thought his character owes many of the beams which. 





*Simetere waa a native of Genoa, who had settled 
in Philadelphia, and was the person who laid the 
foundation of the valuable museum yoW belonging 
to Mr, Peale. 
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play round it to the fascination of Miss. Seward’s 
‘verse and description, of which he was by no means 
worthy, though there can be no doubt but he was 
a gallant soldier and in some respeets an honest 
man. 


\ 


> Legislature of South-Carolina. 








“ /The. journals of the legislature, on the bill to incorporate the 
_?Winyawy aud Wando canal company, which grants great chartered 


rights te the persons petitioning, presents us with the two following 
Protests, one from a member of each house: 

The following protest was made, and ordered to be entered on the 
journals af the house, viz. ; aes 

Whereas, 1 conceive every grant of power, which gives privile- 
ges and exemptions to any man, or set of men, which is denied to 
the citizens generally, dangerous, and in direct violation of the 
spirit of the coustitution--and whereas, the Winyaw and Wando 
company, is incorporate in perpetuity, and exempt forever from 
taxation, by a vote of this house; I hereby enter and reserve my 
protest, in solemn form, upon the journals of this house, grounded 
upon the following ohjectionabl- features in the said bill: 

Ist. An unlimited power to acquire and hold persenal and real 
estate, thereby creating a monied aristocracy; an aristocracy the 
most dangerous to the liberties of a free government. — 

2d. The grant of an +xclusive right of steam navigation, to the 
said company, for ten years after the said eanal intended to be 
made, is coumpleted; which exclusion is a monopoly, and against 
she spirit of the government. 

3d. A perpetual exemption from taxation, and a power to levy 
upon the eitizens, the unusually high interest of twenty-five per 
eent . 

4th. A grant of these privileges and exemptions, in perpetuity, 
thereby rendering the creature of legislative creation, for ever in- 
dependent of its creator, and destroying that responsibility which 
eught to exist in the premises. 

JOHN L. WILSON, of Minyaw. 

The following protest was made, and ordered to be entered on 
the journals of the senate, viz. 


Whereas monopolies and perpetual charters, granting exclusive | 
privileges to any body of persons, are hostile to the true interests 


of avy government, and are more especially repugnant to the 
principles of a republic, unless subject, in some measure, to the 
controling power of the state: 

I do, therefore, solemnly protest against that part of the act, in- 
eorporating the Winyaw ard Wando canal company, which de- 
prives the state of the right to tax the property of the said company, 
until the members of the same shall, from the profits of their 
establishment, receive the amount of their capital, and the annual 
interest of fourteen per cent. on the same. ‘ . 

First. Because the said exemption amounts, in effect, to a per- 
petual exemption from taxation; and the clause deprives the state 
of the contreling power that they ought to have retained over a 
company, who will hold under its control, the inland navigation of 
a considerable part of the state of South Carolina. 


Secondly. Because, as there is no limitation to the amount of the | 


capital of this company, a privilege is given, by which property, to 
an unlimited amount, may be holden by individuals, without the 
state possessing the right, when it may be deemed just and expe- 
dient to impose on such property, a part of the burdens of the 
gountry- CHAPMAN LEVY. 








—E 
The enrolled and licensed tonnage is 
stated at ; : 475,665 43 


The fishing vessels at . : 538,167 57 





‘ Amounting to . . 1,368,127 78 





i 

The tonnage on which duties were 
collected during the year 1815, 
amounted as follows: 

Registered tonnage paying duty on 
each voyage ‘ ‘ ; . 
Enrolled and licensed tonnage employ- 

ed in the coasting trade, paying an 


694,754 39 





annual duty. ; R ; . 374,836 13 
Fishing vessels, the same ' 33,222 69 





1,102,313 26 
Note.—Duties were alse paid 
on tonnage owned by citi- 
| zens of the United States, 
| engaged in foreign trade, 











not registered, 11,708 93 
Ditto, coasting trade . 512 47 


12,221 45 





Total amount of tonnage on which du- 
ties were collected . ‘ ; 1,115,034 71 


clteindittn 





The registered tonnage being correct- 
ed for the year 1815, according to 
the mode prescribed for the govern. 
ment of the collectors of the several 
districts, as stated in the communi- 

| Cation made to congress the 27th 

February, 1802, and in conformity 

with the intimation contained in the 

register’s letter of the 7th BDecem- 
ber, 1811, may be considered nearly 
the true amount of that description 


{ 





' 





District tonnage of the United States. 


Letter from the secretary of the t#easury, transmit- | 
ting the annual statement of the district tonnage | 
of the United States, on the 31st December, 1815; 
with an explanatory letter from the register of 
the treasury.—January 17, 1817. Read and or- 
dered to lie upon the table. 

Treasury Department, January 16th, 1817. 
Sir,—I have the honor to transmit the annual 
staiement of the tonnage of the United States, on’ 
the 31st day of December, 1815; with a letter from 
the register explanatory of the same. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, | 





sir, your most obedieft servant, | 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. | 

The honorable the speaker, 
House of representatives. 





} 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, | 
Resister’s office, January 9th, 1817. | 

Sin—I have the honor to transmit the annual! 
statement to the 3lst December, 1815, of the dis-| 


trict tonnage of the United States. 





Tone. Isths.| 
The registered tonnage, as corrected | 
at this office, for the year 1815, is | 


ee ak ae 854,294 74: 


| of tonnage . ' , ° ; 854,294 74 
'The enrolled and licensed tonnage is 

stated at the amount upon which 

the annual duty was collected in 

1815, on that description of tonnage, 

and may be considered as nearly 

the true amount . : : 374,836 13 
Fishing vessels the same . ; 33,222 69 





The district tonnage of the United 
States is stated at 


1,262,355 61 





ay 


Of the enrolled and licensed tonnage amounting, 


as before stated, to 475,665 44 tons there was em- 


ployed in the whale fishery 1,229 92 tons. 
I beg leave to subjoin a statement, marked A, of 


ithe tonnage for the year 1815, compared with the 
amount thereof as exhibited in the preceding an- 


nual statement for 1814; with notes in relation to 


| the increase of the registered and enrolled tonnage, 
respectively, in 1815. By this statement it appears 


that the total amount of new vesseis built in the 
several districts of the United States, in 1815, was 
Registered tonnage 106,079 33 





7 “ ee q pe — 
Enrolled do. ‘ 48,545 U6 
Total amount Tens. 154,624 39 
—_ 





I have the honor to be, 
Very respecitully, Sil’, 
Your obedient humbie servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. Win. H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the-treasury. 































































Se Se ier, " . 
am: ~ es > seers gen» i> ee bs ———. 
— -< Soba. ut eS 





- 






an 


2g" OR 
a 


Pl IE SIE A Yaa ie a 






























































ee ee 


er erences 
- 


en PSs 





6 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1817. 


ABSTRACT 
Of the tonnage of the shipping of the several districts of the United States, on the last day of Dec. 1815, 5 





DISTRICTS, 























Portsmouth, N.H. 
Newburyport, Mass. 


Gloucester . . 
Salem . 

Ipswich . , 
Marbtehead. 
Boston. ° 


Plymouth. , 
Barnstable . 
Nantucket 
Edgartown 
New-Bedford 
Dighton . 

York 

Kennebunk 
Saco . é 
Portland . 

Bath 

Wiscasset : . 
Waldoborongh . 
Penobscot , . 
Frenchman's bay . 
Machias . . 
Passatnaquoddy . 
Vermont . ' 
Newport, R. I. 
Bristol. > 
Providence . 
New-London, Con. 
Middietown 
New-Haven 
Fairfield 
Gennessee, N. Y. 
Champlain 

Hudson . 
New-York 

Sag Harbor 
Oswego 

Nisgara . 

Buffalo Creek 
Sackett’s Harbor . 
Perth Amboy, N. J. 
Little Egg Harbor 
Burlington 
Bridgetown p 
Great Egg Harbor 
Philadelphia, Penn. 
Presque Isle 
Wilmington, Del. 


Baltimore, Maryland, 


Chester 

Oxford 

Vienna 

Havre de Grace , 
Snowhill . 
Annapolis 
Nottingham 

St. Mary’ Ss 
Georgetown, Col. 
Alexandria . 
Hampton, Virginia 
Norfolk 
Petersburg 


Richmond . P 
York-Toywn  . e 


i 





























REGISTERED. ENROLLED & LICENSED. |LICENSED UNDER 20 7°5 
Permanent. Temporary. Permanent. Temporary] Cous.trade|cod Jishery pa : 
rons 95f Tons 95) voNs 95; TONS 95} ‘Tons 95] Tons 95 TONS 95 
23,876 79| 655 64, 4,398 2 18902] 2051 2 ~ 
15,003 62] 2,370 261 697523 - - | 9243 nA 299 63 aa Se 
2,585 85] 323 28) 4,110 49] 24 55] 264 381 2,628 88) 9,937 58 
22,467 50] 4,484 39] 7,834 41] 294 25] 109 00] ‘264 91| 35.454 56 
soci] - - {| 1,3618% 65741 3411] 984 371 1776415 
2,534 31] 705 29 10,833 65} 287 33) 223 04] - 3 - | 14583 67 
87,091 40] 18,231 48 27,123 69) 2,830 441 744 871 986 84 137,008 87 
10,261 15] 579 13} 9,980 93] 192 81} 123 81} 125 891 91.263 87 
565 63] 978 63| 87592 - - 505 87) 134911 10,944 48 
9,038 35, 322 28! 4,832 63] 17848) 345531. - 14,717 42 
8424, 21257] 62184. - oo 993 04 
13,711 25] 2,279 31] 8,495 111 2573] 266301 96 331 94.8041 
2380 50| 3,418 93| 3,838 59 - 6092} - . | “9 699 4 
678 44 - 482 47} 23130] 1362] 6449) 11470 49 
9,564 581 98716 1,087 63. - 14 20} 88091 11,741 70 
2,754 10| 1,063 11) 1,750 05 ‘ 1143} 3538] 563419 
21,014 51) 4,592 72! 5,817 544 12601] 581 33] 882231 33.0144 
14,555 50| 2,352 16 475564. - 262 59] 425 641 2°35] 61 
13.575 92} 638 571 338087). - 47 92| 787 cl 18°429 68 
5,071 12] 2,431 43| 10,964 07] - - | 287 241 1,190 07] 19°ag0 98 
6,976 52| 3,667 81} 8173 20) - - | 496231 730 12} 90/044 01 
1,420 60} 912 04) «2,785 92) - tr 318 15] 375 75| 5.812 56 
474.25] 495721 1,057 48]. - 80 551 245211 2'353 31 
796 49| 5,601 39| 59715] 162831 917651. - 7375 59 
7,852 56] 1,765 28] 2,559 391 17233] 35 33 
5,219 61] 87422 78366. -~ “66 a ae ‘ia 03 
10,151 58} 3,156 37; 5,117 18} - - 113 69} - - 18,538 87 
5,574 71| 1,368 45} 5,489 01| 507 18] 446 45| 984 001 13,669 85 
14,167 43| 2,969 88] 7,944 26] 9961] 76957] - - | 92595085 
8,003 531 725 11| 4,464 741 145 63] 29794 . - | 13°637 I9 
662 811 - - | 602265; -. - 16119}. 6,846 63 
 . Se See ee eee 
38 311 46231! 2,032 90] -—- M6e8 .  f Ay: 3 
161,705 43! 15,476 13] 96,551 73] - - | 5,099 11] 36 O0| 278868 59 
740 55 67 U0} 2,439 79) 2,439 79} 164 411 114 89| 3,526 74 
995 444 -e 195 13 i376. "504 33 
317 EU} > - . . . : - - 3 
1,871 64) - - | 7,242 86, 127 73] 684 43 9,996 70 
oi . 1,580 4646 -- 37 59 1,618 10 
eT ng . - | 1,337 51] 2629] 928 99 1,592 70 
$82 111 - - | 12.920 91] 243 08! 1,647 49 14,493 64 
707 140 74| 3,288 09 70 29 3,569 86 
68,649 12! 8,300 67{ 17,601 89 2,275 78] 2,484 10 99,309 66 
Sa: mse |. sar 249 19 
660 79] 644 47| 7,464 sof 79 101 749 11 9,591 OF 
77,190 19| 9,477 02] 17,640 43] - - | 2,899 68 107,137 37 
i ae) a | 103 66 1,813 02 
- «| + 5 | 11,495 50]. --] 1,778 67 13,204 22 
1,165 63 57 06| 13,097 66 - - | 2,040 31 16,360 73 
sgh > = | Eeee. 107 86 1,636 72 
271 25) - : 5,943 25] 244 86) 904 54 ” 364 00 
- ¢|1- + | 18064. - | 4 3 - | 2,217 78 
ee? eae 2. eee 63 24 1,473 78 
ae + iat ee. 289 74 2,000 49 
2,239 12| 137 83; 3,704 82] 6170: 651 49 6,795 11 
6,308 37| 2,594 80] 4,769 79] 169 81| 1,116 24 14,959 16 
OT iy - - | 1,148 60 29715| 371 41 1,547 21 
14,677 12} 6,559 39] 8.574 51] 3,097 591 1,796 41 34,705 12 
1,402 10) 592 15| 3,163 80] 256 35| 497 57 5,912 07 
3,561 16] 1,476 85| 5,268 51] 71211] 49 67 11,068 40 
eg 121 16} 503 35, - - {| 4108 671 733.23 
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REGISTERED. ENHOLLED & LICENSED. {LICENSED UNDER 20 T’8 

- Aggregate 
DISTRICTS. Permanent.| Temporary.| Permanent. Temporary|coast.trade|cod jishery.| tonnage 

tons 95} rows 95] Tons 96) tToNns 95} Tons 95} TOoNs 95 Tons 935 
East River 224 93 100 SO} 1,240 27) . ‘ 993 25 1,782 890 
Tappahannock 925 25 491 63} 4,359 34 732 28 776 47 7,285 U7 
Yeocomico 95 88 ’ ; 1,053 36] . - | 418 88 1,566 22 
Dumfries. tot 1,325 06 418 77 1,743 83 
Folly Landing . 789 58 1,486 90 ‘ 1,171 17 3,447 70 
Cherrystone 136 60}, 810 39 661 26 1,608 30 
South Quay. ; P ‘ : 34 80 55 52 G0 37 
Wilmington, N. C. 3,477 03} 9,953 87 695 68 247 71 14,374 39 
Newbern. 2,443 92 582 86} 1,696 435; . j 326 57 5,049 88 
Washington. 854 66 624 75} 1,684 O00 677 33: 568 33 4,409 17 
Edenton . 633 10 570 22} 3,800 90 82 50 989 45 6,076 27 
Camden 1,973 92) 2,400 05} 2,026 00 ‘ 785 94 7,186 OL 
Beaufort . ; 1,001 91 294 70 241 10 1,537 76 
Plymouth 758 54 265 (4 497 27) e 69 24 1,590 14 
Ocracock , 56 56 229 79 496 26. ; ; 6 24 788 89 
Georgetown, S.C. 318 82 108 92 435 34 122 591 , . . 985 77 
Charleston 15,619 42} 8,454 0B 10,597 79 928 21) 257 47 ; 35,857 O7 
Beaufort “py ; : 9614. . 30 39 326 53 
Savannah, Georgia . 6,029 09} 4,542 08) 1,836 80) 1,287 12 45 57 15,740 71 

Sunbury 
St. Mary’s 203 94 3 90 170 70) . ' 49 68 498 37 
Brunswick , . 404 25 ‘ j 477 33 101 69 66 32] . 1,049 64 
rien Ohio 27 05 : 345 38 ‘ 46 70) . A419 18 

Sandusky ‘ 
Detroit, Michigan 159 12) . . . . . = 2 , 159 12 
New- Orleans, Lou. 5,331 46} 8,434 92) 2,515 64 261 84, 860 45 17,204 46 
Teche 

Mobile, Mississippi, 224 71) 20 81 125 29 370 86 
Total ., 72,023 22 152,271 521445,760 07)17,047 15}40,598 51] 10,427 26] 1,368,127 78 























T'reasury Department, Register’s office, January 9th, 1817, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Rezister. 


Recapitulation of the Tonnage of the United States, for the year 1815. 


is stated at . 


Total registered tonnage . 
Permanent enrolled and licensed tonnage ' 


Femporary 


do. 


Whereof— 
Permanently registered tonnage 702,023 22 
‘Temporary do. 152,271 52 





" 445,760 
17, 


07 


047 15 





The aggregate amount of the tonnage of the United States, on the Slst December, 1815, 


854,294 74 








YN ™M WAN HH © OC OC OS 


Total enrolled and licensed tonnage (a_)462,807 22 
Licensed vessels under 20 tons employed in 1 the coasting trade 40, 598 51 
codfishery 10,427 26 





Total licensed tonnage under 20 tons 51,025 77 





As above 1,368,127 78 


a eer 





“a_) Of the enrolled and licensed tonnage, there were employed 
in the coasting trade 435,066 87 
whale-fishery 1,229 92 
cod-fishery 26,510 38 





As above 





Treasury Department, 
Register’s office, January 9th, 1817. | 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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To the preceding is attached a table headed, 
‘Dr.—the reneral statement of tonnage accounts, shew- 
ong the increase of tonnage from the 31st of December, 
1814, to the 31st of December, 1815, inclusive—Cr.” 
This shews a difference in favor of the real increase 
of registered tonnage of 106,486 tons, and in favor 
of the enrolled of 43,782 tons, for the year 1815. 

REGISTERED FONNAGE. 

By the returns of the collectors during the year 
1815, there were built 134 ships, 193 brigs, 198 
schooners and 27 sloops, equal to 106,079 tons; 
and captured in the late war and condemned in 
1815, 50 ships, 78 brigs, 42 schooners and 4 sloops 
—54,386 tons, registered. 

By the same retnrns—there were sold to foreign- 
ers 10 ships. 11 brigs, S8 schooners, and 6 sloops— 

227 tons; lost at sea, 15 ships, 33 brigs, 32 
schooners, and 6 sloops—14,241 tons; captured in 
he late war, by the return of 1815, 12 ships, 19 
brigs, 14 schooners and 4 sloops—8,260 tons; and 
condemned as unseaworthy, 2 ships, 9 brigs, and 5 
schooners—2,250 tons. 

ENROLLED TONNAGE. 

By the collectors’ returns for 1815, there were 
built 2 ships, $1 brigs, 482 schooners, and 257 
sloops—48,545 tons; and captured in the late war 
and condemned in 1815, 6 brigs, and 13 schooners 
—2,213 tons, enrolled. 

And sold to foreigners, 1 ship, 1 schooner, and 1 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, yous 
obedient servant, GEO. GRAHAM, 
Acting secretary of war. 
The hon. Henry Clay, speaker 
of the house of representatives. 
(A. 

Sirn—In the conferences i have had the honor 
to have with you, in relation to the claim of the 
state of Massachusetts, for expences incurred, and 
supplies furnished, for the service of the militia of 
that state, for the general security and protection 
during the late war, with the adjustment of which 
claim we have been charged, it has been our wish, 
as we have before made known to you, to conduct 
the examination and settlement of the account with 
the respect and deference always due to the highest 
ipublic functionaries of the nation, and to pursue 
that course, which, while it would do justice'to the 
‘state we on this occasion have the honor to repre- 
‘sent, wouidsalso best comport with the convenience 
\and wishes of the executive of the United States, 
to whom, in the first instance, we considered it 
most proper to apply. 

We understand, from the laws passed in the years 
1795 and 1814, authorizing under certain circum- 
stances, detachments of the militia on the requisi- 
tion of the president of the United States, that the 
expences incurred, in consequence of such requi- 
sitions, have been liquidated and paid by the ge- 








sloop —355; lost at sea 39 schooners, and 2 sloops|neral government; and that where the militia has 
—3 262 tons; captured during the war, 1 brig, 35|been ordered by state authority into service, with- 
schooners and 13 sloops—2,805 tons; condemned as | out the request of the president, and the occasion 
unseaworthy, 7 schooners, 13 sloops—1,053 tons. jhas, in the opinion of the executive of the United 

The amount of tonnage captured in the late war/ States, justified the call for their services, that a 
and condemned in 1815, is— subsequent recognition has been considered as 


Registered : . $4,386 jequal to a previous requisition; and that on this 
Enrolled . 9,213 \construction of the powers given, by the laws be. 


fore mentioned, to the president, very large claims 
have been admitted and paid, in whole or in part, 
either by advances or on final adjustment, to se- 
i\veral of the states who have presented them. 
| On this ground, therefore, and justly presuming 
10,565 }on the distribution of that equal and exact justice 
{to all the members of this great family of states, 
Difference Tons 26,034 | Which alone could furnish the vital principle of their 
i ‘union, and which undoubtedly will govern the con- 
Oe yr er }duct of the general goverument on this and on all 
Massachusetis’ Claims. Other occasions, we have hoped, that the account 
Letter from the acting secretary of war transmit-'we had the honor to present would have been ad- 
ting information relative to the claims of the/mitted, at least to an investigation on its merits; and 
state of Massachusetts for payment of the ex-/that, as the simplest aud most easy method of ex- 
pences of the militia, ordered out by the execu-| amination that presented itself, we should be al- 
tive authority of the state, during the late war.|lowed to take up the several items which composed 
Pebruary 20, 1817.—Read and ordered to lie onjit in succession, in the order in which they had been 
the table. arranged, and to offer them for admission or rejec- 


'o) 
Rod 
Gyr 
ts 
ie) 


Captured by the enemy, by the re- 
turns of 1815— 

Registered . 
Enrolled . 


c 
U 


U 


b] 


Ww) OO 
U3 69 


Gr © 


2 














Department of War, Feb. 18th, 1817. 
Sir—In obedience to the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 14th inst. directing the 
secretary of war ‘to lay before the house any infor- 


| tion, accordingly as the judgment or sense of duty 
of the head of the Cepartment, or the proper oflicer 
\designated for the purpose, might determine: not 
expecting that a claim for any expence would be al- 





mation in the possession of that department relative; lowed, unless it were shown, that the occasion 
to the claims of the state of Massachusetts for og, called for its being incurred—that the service was 
ment of the expences of the militia ordered out by; both effectually and economically rendered, and 
the executive authority of the state, during the) that it has been fully and honorably paid for by the 
Jate war,” Ihave the lionor to transmit the enclos-|state. 

ed documents. That marked A, is a copy of the| ‘This course we regret extremely to find is not 
communication, with the accompanying documents, |acceptable to the executive, if we were correctly 
made to this department by James Lloyd, and Wil-|impressed by the conversations which we had the 
liam H. Summer, esquires, agents on the part ofj/honor to hold with you, the result of which, we 
the state of Massachusetts. B, is a copy of the| understand to be, that the expences not having been 
answer given by this department to that communi-|incurred under the authority of the United States, 
eation; and C, is a copy of a communication made|and the governor of Massachusetts, having omitted 
‘by the secretary of war to the chairman of the mili-|to place the militia of the state under the officers 
tary committee of the senate, on the 7th of Febru-| of the general government, no account of this kind 
ary, 1815, with the accompanying documents. ‘could be received for examjnation at the depart. 
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ment, without an antecedent recognition by the pre- 
sident of the United States of the several cases un- 
der which the expence arose. 

Wecannot but lament this course being now taken, 
because we do not learn that it has been asked in 
any other instance to be pursued so much in detail, 
as we now presume it to be required, in reference 
to the claim of Massachusetts; because it will un- 
avaidably entail a considerable delay in classing 
anew the various expences of the same bodies of 
militia, as they were at different times called into 
service, under separate heads or occasions; and may 
require a minuteness of evidence in support of the 
urgency of their being employed, which the noto- 
riety of the occasions at the time they occurred, 
and the line of conduct understood to be adopted 
towards other claims, was not supposed to require; 
and which evidence is not, even now in all its parts, 
probably in existence as a matter of record, and 
must therefore, in many instances, still remain to 
be collected in an official or authentic shape, if this 
rigor in point of form should be adhered to. 

It is undoubtedly true, and neither a wish is felt, 
nor a direction been received to conceal the fact, 
that a difference of opinion has unfortunately exist- 
ed between the general government of the United 
States and the government of Massachusetts, re- 
specting the constitutional powers in the former in 
relation to the control of the militia of the several 
states in the union; and it is greatly to be deprecat- 
ed that a difference in the construction of consti 
tutional powers should ever excite other sentiments 
than those of a reciprocal respect, and a mutual 
disposition, after dispassionate consideration, to 
amend what may be defective and to provide a reme- 
dy for the evils of the future, from the inconvenien- 
cies of the past; and, more especially should this be 
the case in a government founded on the choice of 
enlightened freemen, to secure the enjoyment of ra- 
tional liberty to themselves and their posterity— 
and the chief preservation of the purity and conse- 
quent duration of which must spring from the Jjea- 
lous vigilance with which all questionable expan- 
sions of power ought to be viewed, either on the 
part of the general government or that of the states 
—and which disposition, therefore, instead of meet- 
ing the frowns, would appear to be entitled to the 
stipport and encouragement of every friend of the 
present form of government, and who would wish 
to maintain and transmit it, resting on its existing 
foundations, pure and unimpaired to distant gene- 
rations. And in a more particular manner, should 
this disposition of mutual respect and deference for 
conflicting opinions prevail, where the event has 
happily proved the evils apprehended to flow from 
them to be those of imagination, rather than of 
reality—and when the prosperous circumstances of 
the country admit the people of the United States, 
thelegitimate fountain of all power, peaceably to 
adopt that corrective which their ardent desire to 


secure and preserve their own rights, and those of 


the general and state governments, as defined by 
their respective constitutions, will undoubtedly in- 
duce them to apply, should they consider the oc- 
Casion as requiring it. 

The point in discussion, that of the constitution- 
al control of the militia, and the extent to which it 
has been given to the general government, or is re- 
tained by the states respectively, has from the first 
adoption of the federal constitution, been perhaps 
a question more doubtful and interesting in its na- 


ference of sentiment, that can be brought into con-. 
troversy under any other provision of that consti- 
tution. 

Without meaning to sustain or scarcely to enter 
into the argument, it is on the one hand conceded, 
that a denial of the construction given by the gene- 
ral government, would lessen the powers, and 
under certain circumstances materially impair the 
strength of the nation, while on the other, the 
admission to the fullest extent, of the doctrines, 
that the executive of the union is to be the only 


judge of the emergencies, under which the militia 


is to be brought into the service of the United 
States, at the time and in the manner which it might 
think expedient; and that when so brought into ser- 
vice, the militia can by the junction of a large num- 
ber of their men, to a mere skeleton of regular 
troops, be in fact officered by the United States, 
and that the executives of the several states, con- 
trary to their own belief in the existence of such 
emergencies, would be bound to bow before this 
tribunal, erected in the breast of a single individual, 
and to yield implicit obedience to such opinion, 
must, after the surrender of the several states, of 
the principle sources of their revenue, place them 
entirely at the mercy or disposition of any future 
tenant of power; strip the individual states of their 
physical, as well as fiscal force, and would scarcely 
leave them in possession of even the remnant of 
that sovereignty, and self-dependence, which some 
of them undoubtedly supposed they had retained; 
but it is repeated, it is not intended to discuss this 
question, further than to prove, that with the most 
correct views, different sentiments may honestly 
and intelligently exist, with regard to it: and that 
at any rate, the opinion adopted for the time by 
Massachusetts, was one, fairly and deliberately 
formed by the governor of a large and respecta- 
ble state; himself a statesman of forty years’ ex- 
perience, in the highest offices in the country, and 
with the advice of his council; was corroborated 
by a judicial tribunal commanding the highest res- 
pect where known, and who are by the constitu- 
tion of the state, bound to give their opinion “upon 
important questions of law, and upon solemn oc- 
casions,”’ to the executive; was an opinion confirmed 
by the legislature, and sanctioned by the peonle, 
by their reiterated support and election to office 
of the same public agents, who adopted and avowed 
it; an opinion, therefore, entitled to great respect 
under all circumstances, and meriting every con- 
sideration which the most deliberate judgment 
could give to it, and perhaps requiring the settle- 
ment of a point so interesting in itself, and so open 
to controversy, in the mode pointed out by the 
constitution, by an amendment explanatory of its 
powers, as applied to the rights of the general go- 
vernment, and the states, in the employment of the 
militia, in the cases contemplated by the constitu- 
tion. 

This course has already been recommended by 
the executive of a highly respectable state, ¢Sout}i- 
Carolina,) not interested in the immediate question 
to be adopted by its leg’.iature, and seems to be 
that best founded in reason and expediency and 
the one which might be attended with the hap- 
piest effects hereafter, in preventing misconstruc- 
tions or collisions of opmion, when they might 
become injurious to the public safety, if the sub- 
ject were left in its present unsettled stute. At 
any rate, IN a government yet in its infuncy—in « 





ture, and has given rise to a greater diversity of 


government of experiment, which had never before 


opinion among the most eminent statesmen of the|tested, or attempted to exercise its powers, in a 
gountry and probably allows of a more honest dif-jforeign war, anc under a state of public sentiment, 
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unprecedented in former times, it cannot be wished 
or expected by any part of the community, that a 
difference of opinion relative to the extent of con- 
stitutional powers, sanctioned as was that formed 
by the state of Massachusetts, whether correct or 
erroneous in itself, can be suffered after the services 
have been rendered, and the protection wanted, in 
a great measure, obtained, to remain as a lasting 
source of irritation, or to operate as a pecuniary 
mulct upon a brave and fiee people, wo first reared 
the standard that ultimately, by the common efforts 
of the nation, waved triumphantly over the esta- 
blished independenge of the country, and who in 
that war, as well as in the last, furnished their full 
proportion of those who filled its armies and fought 
its battles. 

Still less, if possible, can it for a moment be be- 
lieved, that aclaim thus founded on a necessary and 
tinavoidable defence for the gene ety, against 
a common enemy, and not amounting in the whole 
to one third of the sum which is contributed to- 
wards the revenues of the United States in a single 
year, by a single port of the state that advanced it, 
can be retained as a lure for political subserviency, 
or its liquidation be withheld for the advancement 
of party purposes; a doctrine too discreditable to 
receive a moment’s confidence, and requiring from 
the undersigned an apology for its introduction, 
only to be derived from the public avowal and re- 
commendation that has been made af it, and the 
expression of their perfect conviction, it will meet, 
both from the high officers of government, and from 
the people of the United States, the reprobation it 
deserves. 

We cannot, therefore, but feel confident that 
the rightful and constitutional remedy before no- 
ticed, if it should appear, in the good judgment of 
congress, to be needful, will be resorted to, and 
that the claim of the state of Massachusetts will 
be admitted and repaid by the general government. 
Under the influence of these impressions, we beg 
leave to state, as the origin of this claim, and as 
matter of notoriety, that at the commencement of 
the war, the reguiar troops, perhaps not exceed- 
ing, at the time, a man to a mile of the exposed 


service of the militia having been communicated to 
congress by the department, and for the greater 
part printed, we will not trespass upon your time 
further, in relation to them’, than to remark, that 
the first call was made in consequence of the letter 
of the honorable William Eustis, written prior to 
the declaration of war; and when that event still re- 
mained suspended in a very doubtful scale, and that 
none of the constitutional emergencies did, at the 
time, exist, or were expected by the government. 
of Massachusetts speediiy to occur, nor did they 
occur, to any extent of impertance, until two years 
after the request of general Dearborn, on the 22d 
of June, under the authority given him on the 12th 
of that month. But shortly after the declaration of 
war, to wit, on the 3d of July, 1812, the executive 
of Massachusetts issued the general order, (No. 1,) 
|which accompanies the present communication, for 
|the purpose of placing the militia of the common- 
wealth in the most effective possible state, ‘ex- 
iciting their love of country, and exhorting them to 
ibe obedient to the provisions and intentions of the 
laws in every respect, and to be ready, with alacri- 
ty and effect, to defeid their consiitutional rights 
and liberties,” and apprising them, in case of in- 
vasion, or imminent danger thereof, they were to 
march without delay, and when in the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, to be placed under the 
orders of the president thereof. This order was 
sent, the sume day it was issued, to general Dear- 
born, and, shortly after this, a body of militia, con- 
| sisting of three companies, was placed in the ser- 
ivice of the United States, at Eastport, under the 
orders of general Boyd. 

The next request received by the governor was 
inJuly, 1814, when the probability of attack hav- 
ing increased, the general requested eleven hun- 
‘dred men might be ordered out for the defence of 
the more exposed parts of the seacoast. This or- 
der was complied with; the troops placed under the 
authority of the United States, and the service per- 
formed—part of the said troops, to the number re- 
quested by general Dearborn, having been station- 
ed at Castine and Machias, prior to the capture of 
those places by the enemy. 














sea-coast of Massachusetts, were, at a very early! On the 5th September, 1814, general Dearborn 
period, withdrawn to the northern frontier; that | again made a requisition on the governor of Massa- 
after the first year of the war, the maritime bor- |chusetts for a body of militia, when the general or- 
der of the state was frequently threatened by the/der No. 2, herewith presented, was issued on the 
enemy; that a part of it was actually invaded, and’ 6th of the same month, and every measure taken to 
avery commanding naval and military position in} guard against the attacks of the enemy. A consi- 
it, unassailable when once fortified and possessed, derable body of the elite of the militia, from the 
without a superior naval force, except with great interior, was ordered into immediate service, and 
and nearly inevitable destruction, was secured and marched and encamped on the sea board, and 
retained by the enemy; thus cutting off and keep-'the whole of*the militia were enjoined to hold 
ing in some degree, under his control, a large themselves in constant readiness, and were called 
division of the state, depriving it of the power of upon “by every motive of love of country, of ho- 
military co-operation, or of a safe and easy inter-\nor, and sympathy for their fellow-citizens, who 
course with the capital or the government; that the |might be suffering the perils of war, to maintain the 
harbors along the cost were frequently annoyed—/j most perfect state of preparation, and to move, 
expeditions for further conquest menaced, and pre- | when called to the scene of action, with the utmast 
parations made for effecting if that several ports |celerity.” But the difficulties which had arisen, 
in the state were entered—the vessels in them, in /and the complaiats that had been made, from plac- 
some instances, burnt: that small, defenceless towns'ing the militia in the immediate service of the 
were laid under contribution; that predatory in-| United States, under United States’ officers, on for- 
eursions and alarms constantly prevailed; and that | mer occasions, had been such as to induce the be- 
the security and protection of the inhabitants of/lief it would be inexpedient, if not hazardous, to 
the state, from further aggression and insult, were |repeat the order without having the power to en- 
derived from the services of the militia, in the way|force it. An arrangement was, however, subse- 
in which they were rendered, and in which, from / quently made with general Dearborn, to place part 


various circumstances, there is reason to believe, 
the defence of the state, by the militia, could alone 
have been made effectual. 

The circumstances relative to the calls for the 


of the militia in the forts of the United States, in 
the harbor of Boston, under the direction of his 
son, general H. S. Dearborn, and the very efficient 





| bogy of troops befare mentioned wexe stationed in 



















































h 
of 


) 


rr 
i- 


tO 
12 
i- 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—MASSACHUSETTS’ CLAIMS. 44 








the vicinity of the forts to reinforce and suppori 
them. 

A fourth requisition was made by general Dear- 
born to guard the prisoners at Pittsfield, but the 
same causes operated, as in the other case, in ad- 


1st. For the expences of the militia who were 
called out by their respective officers, in conse- 
quence of an attack, or threat, to lay smail towns 
and defenceless places under contribution; or who 
rallied suddenly against the depredatory incursions 


dition to the belief that in the midst of a thickly |of the enemy’s ships and barges, most of whom 


settled population, the danger of escape from the 
exisung guard, or of insurrection, did not require 
a compliance with the call: the event verified the 
soundness of opinion. 

These ure all the calls for the militia which are 
known to have been made, and it 1s believed it can 
be shown that the omission to place the militia in 
the service of the United States was a matter of; 
form rather than of fact; that the protection of the 
country was never for a moment abandoned, and 
that the militia were assembled and in readiness to 
act whenever emergencies appeared to require 
them; that arrangements adopted were judicious, 
and, in several instances, predicated upon the 
wishes of the officers of the United States, or of 
those who had the confidence of the general go- 
vernment, or who were at the time, or subsequent 
ly, taken into its service, as will appear from the 
correspondence of generals De rborn, King, and 
H. S. Dearborn, and of commodore Buidbridge 
and captain Hull of the navy, presented in the pa- 
pers marked 3. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 
14, 15, and also from the letter of the honorable 
Wm. Jones, late secretary of the navy. 

It can be demonstrated, also, that the services 
of the militia, so rendered, were both frugal and- 
effective, as large bodies of troops were never un 
necessarily called into service, nor retained in it 
longer than the occasion required—that ihe con- 
stant appearance, and probable knowledge of pre- 
paration and readiness to repel attack, prevented 
the advances or further depredation of the enemy; 
while the propriety of this mode of defence has 
been admitted, as we conceive, not only by the 
correspondence before referred to, and by the pay- 
ments made under similar circmstances to other 
states, but also by the dictum of a former secreta- 


were in service only a few days at any one time, 
having been discharged as soon as the danger 
ceased; and for the pay and subsistence of small 
guards and detachments, ordered out at the sug- 
gestion of general Dearborn for the defence of se- 
veral small villages whose shipping and property 
were much exposed. 

2d. For the payment and supplies of the militia, 
who were detached and ordered into the service 
of the United States, from the time they were miis- 
tered in their several companies until they arrived 
at their places of rendezyous; and for the rations 
and supplies furnished them, after they were re- 
ceived into the service of the United States, none 
having been provided for them at the time. 

3d. For the pay and supplies ofthe militia march- 
ed for, and employed in the defence of the Penob- 
scot frontier, after the-country, east that of river, 
was taken possession of by the enemy. 

4th. For the expence of the militia who were de- 
tached, agreeably to the request of the superin- 
tendent of the military district, and offered to be 
placed in the service of the United States, organiz- 
ed according to law, which offer was accepted but 
a short time before the period for which they were 
detached had expired; by reason of which, and the 
inability of the contractor on the station, to furnish 
the supplies, they were retained in the service of 
the state. , 

5th. For the expence of the militia at Portland, 
which were called into service at the request of 
the committee of safety ofthat town, at a time 
when the enemy’s fleet, with troops on board, was 
lying on the coast; when great alarm existed in 
the town, and an attack was momently expected; 
when the principal reliance for the defence of the 
town was on the militia; and when the sea-coast 





ry of war, promulgated at a period when, from the 
absence of all causes of irritation, the most dispas- 
sionate judgment could be formed, “that it is law- 
ful for the governor of a state, when the state may 
be invaded, or in imminent danger of invasion, to 
be the judge of the degree and duration of the 
danger, and to apportion the defence to the ex- 
igencies that presented,” as appears from the re- 
port of general Dearborn, made to the house of 
representatives of the United States, February 3, 
1805; and also from the opinion of general Knox, 
when in the same office, as expressed in his letter 
of June 10th, 1793, te the governor of Georgia.— 
And the utility and necessity of the said services 
of the militia, as they were rendered, is still more 
fully and strongly confirmed by the fact that, when 
so ordered into service, they received the recogni- 
tion of general Dearborn, by the supplies of mus- 
kets and munitions of war he, in certain cases and 
to a considerable extent, furnished them with on 
loan, or otherwise, from the stores of the United 
States; and which had been requested of him ex- 
pressly for the use of such bo-lies of militia or- 


‘must have been protected by them, or abandoned 
to the will of the enemy. 

6th. For troops employed for the defence of im- 
pertant exposed places, some of which were attack- 
ed, and for the defence of which no troops were re- 
quested to be placed in the service of the United 
States. 

7th. For troops which at the request of the com- 
mittee of safety of yarious towns, in time of alarm, 
were marched in for the defence of those places, 
more than those which were placed, or offered to 
be placed in the service of the United States, for 
the defence of such places, and who ‘were imme- 
diately discharged on the cessation of danger. 

8th. For troops that were called in for the de- 
fence of Boston, besides those placed in the forts of 
the United States, and who were stationed in its 
Vicinity to reinforce the garrisons of those forts, 
in case of attack, and to prevent the enemy from 
obtaining possession of the heights adjoining, which 
| commanded the forts, the town, and the United 
|States’ navy yard. 


| Oth. For troops which, at the request of the se- 








dered into service for the general defence of the vera! naval commanders at Boston and Portsmouth, 


seaboard. 


The foregoing embracces the chief outline of the 


claim we have been instructed tg present, and we 





jand at the suggestion of general Dearborn, were 
‘called out for the protection of the United States’ 
|74 gun ships building at those places, and for the 


proceed now, in compliance with the suggestion of, defence of the ships of war of the United States, 


the department, to state that so far as we have at 


'which were chased into port: part of the evidence, 


present at command the means of judging, it may | in reference to which, may be seen im the letters of 


pe classed under the following heads, to wit: 
f 


general Dearhorn, commodcre Bainbridge, and 
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oaptain Hull, and of adjutant general Brooks, who, 
in consequence of the directions of the executive, 
promptly complied with the requests made—order- 
ed some of the most effective and valuable corps in 
the state into service, and informed the commo- 
dore that the governor was “fully disposed to do 
every thing in his power to aid in defending the na- 
vy yard, and the ships in the harbor, which his au- 
thority by the constitution would admit.” 

10th. For an allowance to the militia for arms 
and clothing, and the use of their horses when in 
service. 


11th. For the cost of precuring small arms, ' 


which were distributed among the militia—of 
mounting and transporting pieces of heavy ordnance 
—purchasing ammunition, tents, military stores, 
and equipage. For barracks built and hired for the 
troops, and damage done to individuals in their 


property, by erecting forts, and occupying their) 


buildings as barracks. 
12th. For the expences of materials furnished 
for building platforms, magazines, furnaces, pickets 


proof, hereafter to be produced, being satisfactorily 
established? 

We will only extend the present letter by making 
known our readiness and desire to afford any fur- 
ther personal or other explanation on the subject te 
which it relates, whenever you may have the good- 
ness to inform us it would be acceptable to you to 
receive it. And we also avail ourselves of the oc- 
casion to express the due sense we entertain of the 
urbanity and courtesy we have individually expe- 
rienced, both from the state and war departments, 
in the intercourse we have had with them on the. 
business committed to our charge. 

Requesting from you, sir, the favor of an answer 
as soon as the importance of the subject and your 
other various avocations will permit, 

We have the honor to be, with sentiments of 
great consideration, your respectful and obedient 
servants, 

(Signed) JAMES LLOYD, 
WM. H.SUMNER 
Washington, February 3, 1817. 


&c. in forts and batteries erected, in conformity | The honorable Geo, Graham, acting secretary of war. 
with the advice and suggestions of naval and mili- Department of War, Feb. 9, 1817. 
tary commanders of the United States. Gentlemen—Your communication of the 3d inst. in 
13th. For the pay and supplies of the militia,'relation to the claim of the state of Massachusetts 
who were employed in fatigue duty in repairing, for the reimbursement of expences incurred, and for 
extending, and strengthening the United States’ forts| supplies furnished for the service of the militia du- 
in various places, and for the cost of the materials,ring the late war, has received the consideration 
therefor—and for shot, and other supplies of ammu- | due to it. 
nition furnished to the commanders of those forts. | As it appears that, with one exception, the militia 
14th. For the pay and rations of the militia,)on whose account the expences were incurred were 
in the most exposed and important towns on the!called out and kept in service by the state authori- 
sea-board, who were called out two days in the (ties, independently of the authorities of the United 
week for discipline and exercise, agreeably to the|States: and were withheld from the command of the 
wishes of the oflicers of the United States. \officers of the United States, placed by the presi- 
15th. For the purchase of several large ships,}dent within the military district of which Massachu - 
and preparing them to be sunk in the main channel/setts formed a part, with authority to call for and 
of Boston harbor, in concurrence with the opinion! take militia into the service of the United States: the 
of naval and military commanders in the service of claim with which you have been charged is excluded 
the United States, for the security of the navigation, 'from the recognition of the executive authority of 
towns, and navy yard; which vessels were sold af-;|the United States, by the principles explained in 
ter the peace, and the proceeds credited to the/the answer of the secretary of war to the commu- 
United States. ‘nication of the governor of Massachusets, of the 7th 
The preceding specification offers to view, sir, of September, 1814, copies of which are herewith 
the principal heads of charges incurred and paidjenclosed. Those principles have been kept in view 
by the state, for the general defence and security |by the executive of the United States, in all cases 
during the late war, which at present occur to us.|where expences incurred by a state on account of 
But we will omit, at this time, to burden you with) militia services have been assumed. 
voluminous documents in their support, as we un-| It follows from these observations, that ne part of 
derstand the judgment, with regard to them, is|the claim presented by you in behalf of the state of 
to rest on principles, and not on details; and to be) Massachusetts, can be assumed by the executive, 
determined by the authority given to the existing; except for such expences as were incurred “for the 
laws of the United States—the usage under them, ) payment and supplies of the militia, who were de- 
and the opinion of the executive. The vouchers in tached and ordered into the service of the United 
support of the claim shall be promptly furnished, as/ States, from the time they were mustered in their 
soon as we can ascertain what may be wanted and/several companies, until they arrived at the places 
can procure them from Massachusetts; but as we of rendezvous, and for the rations and supplies fur- 
came unprepared for the exhibit, under the form/nished them after they were received into the Uni- 
that has been prescribed, and are unwilling longer|ted States, none having been provided for them at 
to delay this note for the receipt of further docu-) the time.” 
ments, we ask leave to be considered as reserving to} I have the honor to be, &c. 
the state, or its agents, the right hereafter to ex-! 
tend, ajter or amend it, as a further development. 
of the circumstances of the several items of the ac-| 
count, or the evidence in their support, may require. | ‘iti " 
Under this illustration of the claim, we have now! Roads and Canals. 
the honor to request you would be pleased toinform| 1N senate oF THE UNITED stares, FEB. 14, 1817 
as, whether the expences which have arisen under! The committee appointed on so much of the president's 
the heads before enumerated, and which have been! messuge as relates to roads and canals, 
paid by the state, will be admitted to an examination! nevor? in rant.— 
at the war department? And if the whole should} That on the general utility and national import. 
not be so admitted, what part may be considered! ance of roads and canals, little remains to be added 
by the executive as entitled to payment, on thelto the stock of information now in possession of the 








GEO. GRAHAM. 
Messrs. James Lloyd and Wm. H. Sumner. 
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senate, and to be found in the several reports made 
on that subject. The committee, however, would 
observe in addition, that the present period appears 
to them peculiarly propitious and strongly invites 
to the commencement and prosecution of such a sys- 
tem of public improvement. To the pleasing pros- 
pect of peace abroad, we enjoy mutual confidence 
and tranquility at home; our resources are abundant; 





our public revenue ample; our citizens at all times 
evincing a willingness to make every sacrifice for 
the public good and on whom perfect reliance may 
be placed, more especially when the contributions 
required must, when obtained and judiciously ap- 








plied, promote their own interest, and add in an 


general outline of such public works, embracing 
the United States generally, and consulting, as fur 
as practicable, the interest of each section of the 
union; and which they conceive, in a further im- 
proved state of our national industry, may be com- 
pleted without embarrassment to the operations of 
the treasury, or imposing additional burdens on the 
people. 

On the subject of national roads, the first that 
presents itself, and of primary importance, is a turn. 
pike from Maine to Louisiana, passing through the 
seat of the national government, and the principal 
cities and towns on this route. 

Secondly; roads to connect the highest naviga- 


eminent degree to the wealth, comfort and safety of| ble points on the Atlantic rivers, with such points 
the nation; and it appears to yourcommittee that the;on the corresponding streams that fall into the 
experience, dearly purchased in the late war, should | northern and western lakes, and the Mississippi 
not be regarded with indifference; much of the!river and its branches. And lastly, such military 
money expended in the necessary defence of the|or other roads as may serve to connect the scatter- 
sea-board, as well as the lives of many valuable citi-|ed settlements in our states or territories, with th 
zens, would have been saved to the nation, had a] more compact population of the interior, and there. 
good inland water communication been made on our} by secure the frontier settlements, in a great mea- 
Atlantic frontier—the transportation of our armies, |sure, from hostile annoyance, and enhance the value 
with all the munitions of war to the most vulnera-|of the public lands by inducing a more dense popu- 
ble points would have been facilitated, and the ad-jlation. 

vantages of the enemy arising from the celerity oft The other branch of this system of publie im- 
his movements by water greatly diminished; more-; provement, and equal, if not superior in importance, 
over, the products of the west and south, consumed} is the construction of canals, and the improvement 
in the east and north, could have been transported j of the navigation of our rivers. 

secure from the common hazards of a sea voyage,| Ist. An inland or shore navigation from the har- 
and in defiance of blockading squadrons, and thus) bor of Boston, to the river St. Mary’s, in Georgia 
the inhabitants of the United States dispersed over}—to connect these points, it is ascertained that 
a vast territory, embracing various climates suitedjnot more than 100 miles will need the aid of canals, 
to the productions of all the necessaries and many/and from an estimate made by Mr. Gallatin when 
of the luxuries of life, might even, in a state of war,|secretary of the treasury, will incur an expence 


rely with comfort and security on her own internal | little exceeding $3,000,000 of dollars, less it is 





resources. believed than 200 dollars per mile, taking the whole 


To these advantages that refer themselves more 
especially to a state of war, must be added those, | 
if possible, of a more imperative character that will} 
at all times arise to the nation from an improved} 
state of her roads and inland navigation. The peo-] 
ple of these United States are spread over an 
extensive territory, and that dispersion of inhabi- 

| 





tants is keeping full pace with the increase o 

population; and by a people thus dispersed, o 

different habits and pursuits, and, in many in-| 
stances, with discordant views, is the national so-| 
vereignty exercised, and its fundamental powers; 
directed; for, politically speaking, there is in the, 
United States but one order or grade known—that 
of the people; and hence arises the imperious ne- 
cessity, in a government thus constituted, of tving 


together the whole community by the strongest’ 


ligatures. This, your committee believe, can be 
best effected by the construction of roads and 
canals; by these means commercial and social in- 
tercourse will be made easy—industry, in all its 
branches encouraged by the increased rewards 
bestowed on every exertion—the love of country 
will be awakened, and a laudable spirit of naviona! 
pride substituted in place of sectional jealousies 
—a community of interest and feeling will produce 
mutual confidence and affection. ‘Thus, being one 
people, the nation can have but one object in view 
—the continuance and preservation of a gove"nment 
founded in equity and justice, administered for the 
advantage of all, and calculated in the calm of peace 
to call forth talents and industry for the acquisition 
of property, and in war the surest guarantee for its 
security and protection. 

_ With these general observations on the nationa 
importance of internal improvements, your com- 
mittee will endeavor to lay befure the semate a 


. a4 . ° ° 
distance of this water communication. 


2d. A canal from the Hudson or North river to 
lake Erie, and from that lake to some of the many 
navigable waters of the Ohio river, which approach 
within a few miles of its margin or intermix with 
its navigable waters. 

3d. The improvement of the navigation of the 
Ohio river, more particularly the falls at Louisville. 

4th Vhe improvement of the several Atlantic 
rivers, and the corresponding streams that empty 
into the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 
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Law of Seouth-Carolina, 


PASSED AT THE LAST SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
An aet to secure the just rights of mechanics, handicraftsmen, ana 
for other purposes therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the honerable the senate and house of represen- 
tatives, now metand sitting in general ass#mbly and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That from and after the passing of tins act, every 


, master Mechanic, handicraftsmaan and artificer, who shall erect, 


imipreve or repair, any building whatsocver, shall have a legal lien 
upon the building so erected, improved or repaired, for the amount 
justly due him for the erection of such building, improvement or 
repairs: Provided, amemorandum or agreeinent in writing, in the 
nature ofa contract, be sigued, mm presence of one or more witness 
ses, by the parties to such contract and the proprietor of the pre- 
mises, or some other persons lawfully authorised in writing by them 
on Which such building, ia provement or repairs were erected or 
done, which contract or agreement shall contain a particujar ec. 
count of the work to be done, the materials to be furnished, and a 
geencral description of the said pr¢mises, and to be recorded in the 
office of the register of mesne conveyance fur the district in which 
the buildings ere erected or the improvements ar repairs may be 
dene: Provided, Yhat such len shall in no case be Pe a greater 
sum than the just value which such bailding, imprevement or r - 
pairs shall give to the land upon which the same may be erectec: 
And provided also, That no such lien shall take effvet or commence 
before the date of the recording of such contract or memorandum 
executed, in manner and form aforesaid, ror shall such lien in any 
case ever continue or remain of farce for a longer period than three 


1! years after the date thereof. 


dnd be ii further enacted, ‘That nothing herein contained shal] 
be construcd ty impair any prior fien on such duil&ing so td ve 
erected, 
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CONGRESS. ' 
SENATE. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19.—The bill for establishing a 
bank in the city of Washington was postponed to a 
day beyond the séssion. 

The bill “respecting the transportation of per- 
‘sons of color fer sale, or to be held to labor,’’ was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to provide for reports of the decisions of 
supreme court, (the blank for the annual compensa- 
tion of the reporter having been filled with one thou- 
sand avers} wn read a third time and passed by 


the following vote. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, 
Daggett, Dana, Fromentin,Gaillard, Goldsborough, Hanson , Hardin, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, King, Mason, of N. H. Mason, of Va. Mor- 
row, Noble, Ruggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Valbot ‘Tait, ‘laylor, 
Thompson, ‘Tichenor, Troup—30. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Condit, Lacock, Macon, Roberts, Varnum, Wil- 
son—6. 


The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
“respecting persons escaping from the service of 
their masters.” 

On motion of Mr. Talbot, that the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed to to-morrow week, 


it was decided as follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Condit, Daggett, 
Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Hardin, Hunter, King, 
Macon, Mason,of Va. Sanford, Smith, Stokes, ‘Talbot, Tait, Taonp- 
son, Troup—21. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ashmun, Chase, Hanson, Horsey, Howell, Lacock, 
Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, taylor, Tichenor, Varnum, Wil- 
Sui—14. 

The bill to incorporate the Columbian Institute 
was postponed to a day beyond the session. Whe 
bill to establish a separate territorial government 
in the Mississippi territory was ordered to a third 
reading—T{ passed next day. | 

Thursday, Feb. 20-—YThe motion yesterday sub- 
mitted by Mr. MVilliams, calling for papers respect- 
ing Spanish affairs, was considered and agreed to. 

The bill to set apartand dispose of certain lands 
for the encouragement of the cultivation of the vine 
and other exotic plants, was considered and ordered 
to be read a third time, [passed next day] 29 yeas 
to 5 nays. 

(Those who voted in the negative were Messrs 
Dagget, Hardin, Mason, of N. H.: Ruggles, and 
Smith. ] 

Fridau, Feb. 21.—The proposition to reduce the 
army was postponed until Monday. Eight bills from 
the house of representatives were read. 

The bill concerning the navigation of the United 
States, was read a third time and passed. 

[The amendments to this bill yet require the 
concurrence of the other house. ] 

The bill to provide for the appointment of hos- 
pital surgeons, &c. in the navy, was postponed toa 
day beyond the session. 

Suturday, Feb. 22.—Mr. Williams, from the mili- 
tary committee, reported a bill to amend the act 
erganizing a general staff, and making further pro-| 
vision for the army of the United States. 

Mr. Mason, of Va. reported a bill to incorporate 
the subscribers to certain banks in the district of| 
Columbia, and also a bill to extend the charters of 
certain banks in the cistrict of Columbia. 

Mr. Tait, agreeably to notice, leave being given, 
introduced a bill to alter the time for the next meet- 
ing of congress. 

The bill to set apart certain lands for the purpose | 
of securing a supply of live oak timber for the navy, 
was resumed, and ordered to a third reading, as 
were two or three other small bills. 


internal improvement, was set apart and made the 
order of the day for ‘Tuesday next. 

[Every senator of the United States is, at the pre- 
sent moment, at his post; in number thirty eight. 
This is an evidence of exclusive attention to public 
duties, not ofien witnessed. ] 

Monday, Feb. 24.—Among the bills passed were 
the following: 

A bill to provide for the punishment of crimes and 
offences committed within the Indian boundaries. 
[On this bill the vote, by yeas and nays, was 17 to 
15.] 

A bill making reservation of certain public lands 
to supply timber for naval purposes. 

A bill relating to the ransom of American captives 
in the late war. 

The bill more effectually to preserve our neutral 
relations, was reported by Mr. Burbour, from the 
coinmittee on foreign relations, with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Tuesday, Feb. 25.—The senate resumed the con- 
sideration of the resolution to direct the military 
committee to report a bill to reduce the army; and, 
Mr. Barbour, having moved to postpone the same 
indefinitely, the question thereon was decided as 
follows. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, Condit, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Hanson, Howell, Hunter, King, Lacock, Ma- 
son, of Vas Morrow, Noble, 2 rts, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Vait, 
Vaylor, Troup, Williams, Wilson—24. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Ash nun, Dagertt, Dana, Goldsborough, Horsey , 
Macon, Mason, of N. H. Smith, Chompson, ‘Tichenor, Varnum—1i. 

So the resolution vas rejected. 

The bill freeing from postage all letters and 
packets to and from Jaimes Madison, was read a 
third time and passed. 

Wednesday, feb. 26.—After a variety of other bu- 
siness, the senate spent some time on the bill to 
set apart the bonus, &c. of the United States bank, 
as atund for internal improvements. A motion te 
postpone it indefinitely was negutived—18 to 19. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 21.—Mr Jackson offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which he stated grew out of the re- 
port made a few days ago by the committee on the 
part of this house on the subject. 

Resolved, Vhat a committee be appointed on the 
part of the house of representatives, to notify the hon. 
James Monroe, of his election to the office of presi- 
dent of the United States for the ensuing four years; 
and that the speaker cause a similar notice to be 
given to the hon. Daniel D. Tompkins, of his election 
to the office of vice president of the United States 
for the same term. 

The resolution being read, was agreed to and a 
committee appointed accordingly. 

Mr. Hulbert, trom the select committee to whom 
the petition of the Berkshire agricultural association 
had been referred, reporied a bill to establish a na- 
tional board of agriculture; which was twice read 
and committed. 

‘The house proceeded to the order of the day, be- 
ing the proposition to repeal the internal taxes.— 
The previous question was called, but negatived; 
and finally the resolution was postponed to the 2nd 
day of Marci, or laid on the table for the session. 
On the postponement the yeas and nays were as 


| follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Archer, Ather- 
ton, Baker, Barbour, Bassett, Bateman, Bennett, 
Betts, Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brown, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Carr, Mass. Chappeil, Clark, N. ¥. Clark, 





The bill from the other house, directing the ap- 
plication of the Bouns and profits of the United! 


States stock m the national bank, to the purpose of) H 


N. C. Condici, Conner, Creighton, Crocieron, Find- 
ley, Forney, Forsyth, Gaston, Goid, Griffin, Hahn, 
arrisou, Heister, Hopkinson, Huger, Hulbert, Ing- 
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Bam, frving,N. Y. Jackson, Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, 
Va. Littte, Lowndes, Lumpkin, M‘Lean, Middleton, 
Miller, Mills, Milnor, Jer. Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Pickering, Pleasants, Rice, Ro- 
bertson, Ross, Ruggles, Savage, Schenck, Smith, 
Penn. Southard, Stearns, Taggart, Tallmadge, Taul, 
Taylor, N. Y. Taylor, 8S. C. Telfair, Thomas, Town- 
send, Ward, Mass. Webster, Wendover, Wilde, Wil- 
kin, Willoughby, Thos.Wilson, Woodward, Yancey, 
Yates—82. ’ 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Baylies, Birdsall, Blount, 
Boss, Bradbury, Bryan, Burwell, Cady, Cannon, 
Champion, Cilley, Clayton, Clendennin, Comstock, 
Cook, Cooper, Crawford, Culpepper, Davenport, 
Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Fletcher, Goldsborough, 
Bale, Henderson, Hendricks, Herbert, Hooks, Hun- 
gerford, Jewett, Johnson, Va. Kilbourn, King, Lang- 
don, Law, Lewis, Love, Lyle, Lyon, Wm. Mack- 
lay, Wm. P. Maclay, Marsh, Mason, M‘Coy, M‘Kee, 
Moffit, Moore, Mosely, Hugh Nelson, Noyes, Par- 
ris, Peter, Pitkins, Piper, Powell, Reed, Roane, 
Sharp, Smith, Va. Strong, Stuart, Sturges, Tyler, 
Vose, Wallaee, Ward, N. Y. Ward, N. J. Wheat- 
en, Whiteside, Wilcox, Williams—75. 

The following engrossed bills were severally 
read the third time, passed and sent to the senate 
for concurrence, to wit: the bill making provision 
for the support of the military establishment of the 
United States for the year 1817; the bill making 
additional appropriations to defray the e.pences of 
the army and military during the late war; the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the navy 
for the year 1817; the bill freeing from postage, 
hereafter, all letters and packets to and from James 
Madison; the bill supplementary to the act further} 
to amend the several acts tor the establishment of 
the treasury, war, and navy departments; the bill 
‘to repeal the act providing for the safe keeping and 
accommodation of prisoners of war; the bill con 
cerning the compensation of the district attorney 
for the district of Massachusetts; and the bill to 
authorise the extension of the Columbian turnpike 
within the District of Columbia. 

The bill respecting the establishment of an armo- 
ry on the Ohio, or its branches, was postponed in- 
definitely——ayes 70. 

Many reports were received from different com- 
mittees, and much other business was transacted, 
which shall be noticed in its progress. 





Saturday, Feb, 52.--Myr. Forsyth, from the com-! 


ment to the amendments made by the senate to the! 
bill concerning the navigation of the Unite’ States, | 
and they were then concurred in by the house. 
Mr. Cannon moved that the several orders of the | 
day be pustponed to Monday, and that the house | 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution offer- | 
ed by him some weeks ago, to reduce the army—| 
which motion was negatived, ayes 39, noes 69. 
The foilowieg engrossed bills were severally read | 
the third time, passed and sent to the senate, to wit: | 
The bill concerniuge invalid pensioners; | 
The bill to amend the act making further provi- 
sion for military services during the late war; and 
The bill concerning the pay and emoluments of 
brevet officers. 
The last was warmly opposed by Mr. Harrison. 











The biil concerning invalids of the revolutionary 
war, and of the widows and ciildren of the militia, 
and of the soldiers of the army during the late war, 
was indefigitely postponed, after considerable dis- 
cussion: 





The bill for opening a road throtigh the Chicks 
saw country was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

Mr. Goldsborough, from the committee appointed 
on the 20th instant, to present a resolution to the 
president of the United States, requesting him to 
report to the next session of congress the best prac- 
ticable mode of defending the waters of thé Chesa- 
peake, reported that the committee had performed 
that duty, and that the president answered it would 
not be in his power to comply with the request of 
the resolution, but that he had no doubt his succes- 
sor would pay all due attention to it. 

Monday, Feb. 24.—The bill for the establishment 
of an invalid corps and the bill making provision 
for three additional military academies were inde- 
finitely postponed; as was also the bill to establish 
an uniform system of bankruptcy. 

The bill from the senate to enable the people of 
the western part of the Mississippi territory to 
form ‘a constitntion and state government, &c. was 
after considerable opposition, ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

Among the bills passed were the following: 

A bill to amend the act entitled “an act grant- 
ing bounties in land and extra pay to certain Cana- 
dian volunteers” passed on the 5th March, 1216. 

And the bill from the senate for the relief of the 
representatives of John Y. Yarnall. 

Tuesday, Feb. 25. Much business was done.— 
The most important regarded the sinking fund as 
follows: 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Jackson in the chair, on the bill for the 
redemption of the public debt. [Providing, substan- 
tiaily, to make the sinking fund ten millions annual. 
ly; and to add to the fund of tea millons, the further 
sum of nine millions, (the existing surplus in the 
treasury;) thus making the whole sum applied this 
year to the reduction of the debt, amount to nine- 
tven millious of dollars. Also, authorising the secre- 
tury of the treasury, at any time during the present 
year, to pay the commissioners of the sinking fund 
the further sum of four millions, to be considered 
as an udvance to that amount on the appropriation 
of ten millions, payable in the next year. Also, vest- 
ing in the commissioners of the sinking fund, to be 
applied to the redemption of the debt, any surplus 
which may hereafter accrue, over and above the sum 
of two millions, to be always retained in the treasu- 


. :; iIry. 
mittee on foreign relations, reported their agree-| ° 


‘Lhe blanks were filled up—it was afterwards tak- 
enup by the house and after some opposition, and 
the rejection of some proposed amendments, orders’ 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26.—The bill from the senate, 
respecting the Mississippi Territory. was passed. A, 
ereat deal of other business, preparatory to a close 
of the session was transacted, not necessary to de- 
tail it at present. 

Thursday, Feb. 27. The committee on the charg~ 
es against judge Toulmin, on the ground that there 
was no proof of the charges made against him, 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
tbe subject. The report shall be inserted hereaf- 
ter. 

Several bills were ordered to be read the third 
‘ime: among them was the bill for disposing of four 
townships of land, on favorable terms to emigrants, 
to encourage ike cultivation of the vine and ofive, 
&c. 

Many private bitls were passed. 
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Foreign Articles. 

There have been several arrivals from Europe 
since our last, by which, English papers of about 
the middle of December, and French of the latter 
end of that month have been received. We had 
prepared a distinct account of their contents, but 
so the necessity of the case is, that the matter musi 
be deferred. They contain, however, nothing im- 
portant. There had been a great riot, or “insurrec- 
tion” in London on the 2nd of Dec. which was 
quelled in the usual way—by the military. The 
city of London has addressed the prince regent in 


a manner so bold and explicit as to cause him to} 


say in his reply that he received the address “with 
surprise and regret.” The duke of Wellington 
has suddenly arrived in England, even unknown to 
his wife, and speculation is afloat as to the object 
of his journey—but all appears tranquil in France, 
and the most important feature of the news from 
that country seems to be, that—the king, by over- 
eating, or from some other cause, was sick. 

Whatsoever is useful for record shall be attended 
to next week. 





CHRONICLE. 


P. D. Tompkins resigned the office of governor of 
the state of New-York, about the 20th instant, be- 
ing elected vice-president of the United States. 

Tiead.—The valuable lead mines, on both sides of 
the Mississippi are now worked very extensively, 
and to great profit. 

Exchange.—At New-York, Feb. 22—on London, 
101 to 1014; on Boston, 1 per cent. advance. Phi- 
ladelphia, par to } dis.; Baltimore, } dis.; Virginia 
and North-Carolina, 3 dis.; South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia, par; New-Orleans, 2 dis. 

Mediterranean squadron.—Ouwr last accounts state 

that our squadron was at Syracuse. 
{-« The brig Yom Bowline is reported in the Missis- 
sippi, proceeding to New-Orleans, in company with 
a Carthagenian privateer, as her prize. No particu- 
lars stated. 

One 74 gun ship is building at Washington City, 
and itis stated that the keels of two others will be 
laid at New-York and Norfolk. Some frigates are 
also to be built. 

The spacious tavern and stage house, at Havre de 
Grace, occupied by Mr. Gilbert, recently took fire 
at 2 o’clock in the morning, and was entirely con- 
sumed. There were in all about 40 lodgers in the 


house, some of whom escaped with great difficulty, | ° 


The mere addition thus made to Baltimore city, 
for population or value of property, is far greater 
than that of any one of seven or eight of the coun- 


two several pairs of united counties—But each 
county sends four members to the legislature. ‘This 
is Maryland representation. 

Of the political motives that led to this proce- 
dure, it does not belong to this work to say any 
thing. 

Pennsylvania.—At the late election for state trea- 
/surer, the joint ballot of the legislature stood thus 
for Wm. Findlay, “rep.” 82; James Brady, “fed.” 





'20; James Whitehill, “old-school,” 10. 

| Imprisonment for debt.—A bill is before the legis- 
lature of New-York for abolishing imprisonment for 
;debt. The certificates published about the hard- 
ships suffered by this class of society in that state 


are almost beyond belief—it appears that they are 
dependent wholly on charity for subsistence and 
| the means of keeping them from perishing with the 
cold. In the year 1816 there were confined in the 
jail of New-York 579 debtors, for debts under the 
|sum of 25 dollars—all, or nearly all of whom must 
jhave starved, but for charitable donations—1100 
| debtors in that year were fed by the Humane socie- 
_ty!—Such is the substance of certificates of the she- 
riffs, &c. 





Senate of the United States. 


According to the theory of our government, and 
the general impression on that subject, the senate 
of the United States, whose members are chosen 
for six years, should be the most permanent and 
pes changeable of the branches of the govern- 
‘ment. On this ground hostility to the senate has 
| been entertained by many good men, as possessing 
| greater power, and being more permanent in its cha- 
‘racter than is consistent with the democratic prin- 
lciples of our government. A few facts on this sub- 
‘ject, will shew what in practice, is the character 
\of this branch of the government. 

It is well known that the senators are arranged 
‘inte three classes; one of which goes out of office 
»at the end of each congress. Of the class whose 
term of service expires on the Sd of March next, 
but one will take a seat in the senate on the 4th of 
March next (Mr. Williams of Tennessee) and that 
one temporarily appointed by the executive of the 








| state which he represents. 


Of those who composed the senate on the 4th of 


and with considerable damage, by leaping from win-| March, 1813, four years avo, but five will take their 


dows, &c. Among the lodgers was maj. gen. Brown 


and his suit, who lost all his baggage. 


‘seats as senators on the 4th day of next month. 


From the fourth day of March, 1813, to the 4th 


Mr. Milligan, of Georgetown, D.C. has advertis-! March 1817, inclusive, there will have been the 


ed 2 Treatise on Politicul Economy, translated from | 


an unpublished work, by the count Destutt Tracy, | 
member of the senate and institute of France. The | 
reason given for publishing this work in a transla- | 
tion, and in this country, is that the author could | 
not safely publish it, at present, in France without | 
mutilation. He preferred first giving it to a coun- | 
try, “which is afraid to read nothing, and which | 
may be entrusted with any thing.” 

Baltimore city. The legislature, at its late sitting, | 
passed an act to annex the Precincts, as they were. 
called, to the city of Baltimore, against the con-| 
sent of nine-tenths, perhaps, of the people of both. | 
By this procedure the city acquires a population of | 
16 or 17,000 souls; and still has only two members in 
the house of delegates—a fortieth part of the pow-| 
er of legislation, and a fifth, if not a fourth, of all) 
the white. persons in the whele state: 


number of persons which follow in the office of se- 
nator from the respective states, each state being 
entitled to two representatives in the senate. There 
will have been, for example, from 


New-Hampshire 4 | Maryland 5 
Vermont 4 | Virginia 5 
Massachusetts 4 | North Carolina 4 
Rhode Island 3 | South Carolina 3 
Connecticut 3} Georgia 4. 
New- York 4 | Tennessee 5 
New Jersey 4 | Kentucky 7 
Pennsylvania 4 | Ohio 5 
Delaware 4 | Louisiana 5 





Jt is presumed our readers will find in these facts 
the evidence of a more frequent renovation of the 
senate, of a more continued rotation in office in that 
body, than any of them without inquiring woutd’ 
have supposed.— Nat. Intz 


ties of the state, and equal, or superior, to that of 
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